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WHY IS TIIF. VICE-PRESIDENTT
.^An Iconoclastic correspondent of tho'f**rrf.*«rl.l Republican registers his
protest acntnst the present tucthotl of',choosing the Vice-President of the'
United States. No one, ho says, has
the opportunity of exercising any In-
dependent choice for that office. Ho!
can vote only for the candidate who jhappens to be on the ticket with his
choice fcr President The candidate
for Vice-President Is nominated by the
national convention of the party after
the selection- of a Presidential candi¬
date, and is apt to bo a cluincc selec¬
tion by a few leading delegates, often
of a man without national reputation
nnd unknown to most of the votcr3. jThere Is ordinarily no preliminary con-
test for the office before the people as I
for the head of tho ticket. Indeed,
the place is often shunned by men
whom the country would select for
President.
The"truth of hlctory bears this out.

The Vice-President usually answers to
Tom Reed's definition of a statesman.
"a dead politician." Only thrice In the
annals of the nation have Vlce-Presl-
iyjats become Presidents by election.
Several have succeeded to the Presi¬
dency through the death of the Presi¬
dent, but Mr.rtln Van Büren Is really
the only Vlee-Prealdent who was ever
elevated to the Presidency under the'
political system now in operation In
this country.' John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson were Vlce-Prcsldents, but at
a time wton the Vice-President was
the nomlu.ee for President receiving
the second highest vote and not by
any means of the same political faith
us the successful nominee for the Pres¬
idency, Instead of being a Stepping-
stone to ti.o Presidency, tho Vice-
Presidency is the burying ground of
Presidential aspirations and ambitions.
Not only is the second place on tho

national party ticket shunned by men
of first-rate ability, but It also rarely
1st1 tilled by h man of any special note
or onlibre Who remembers the Vice-
President under Lincoln or Grant,
Cleveland or McKinley? Does any-
body recollect who Bryan's running
mate was In 1806 or 1900 or 190S? As
n rule, the Vlce-Prcsldent Is a politi¬
cian of middle rank, chosen because
he will appeal to u certain section of
the country. Recent nominations bear
this out.Kern and Fairbanks, of In-
diana; Stevenson, of Illinois, and »;o on.

National conventions pay little at-
tent!on to the possibility thai the Vice-
President nominated may, through the
death of his superior, become ChiefMagistrate of the nation In every
case where the Vice-President has be¬
come President through the death of
the President elected, dissatisfac¬
tion hos revulied^, John Tyler as
President, ''able man that he was,
was most unaceepia ble to a majority
of the party which put him on the
ticket Andiew Johnson, da statesman¬
like and patriotic as he was. brought
down ufon his head the maledictions
of his party when he succeeded Lincoln, jPreviously' Mljilard Flllmore, who came
Into the Ophite J louse through tho
death of iSacliary Taylor, was a man jwhose chief characteristic was medioc¬
rity, and whom nobody admired or
praised. Chester Alan Arthur, who
became president through Outteau's
dastardly bullet, split his party in
twain by his administration of the
onice If anybody had thought that
there was any chance that Theodore jRoosevelt would become President the
Republican convention would never
have named him to run with McKinley
In 1900. He was put in the Vice Prcst-
Ideticy because It was regarded as a
tomb from which be could not save
himself,' hut that atroak or political
good fortune which made him the
luckiest of American politicians placed
him In the While House.
Tho correspondent of the Springfield

Republican. , to whom we referred,
makes what we consider an admirable
suggestion.", !!'. asserts that any
amendment of the Constitution of the
United States is so difficult Hint no

attempt, has been made for a reform
of the Vice-Presidency. "Thire seems,''
he continues, "to be one amendment
sot simple and yet so effective thot it
might meet with no opposition, Merely
aliolish the office of Vice-President"
That'T? a "most sensible suggestion, jwhen viewed in the cold light of rea¬

son. According to John Randolph
Tucker's commentaries oh th>- Constl-I
tutlon, In ^ibe convention of 17«7, the]question as to tho pres'dlng officer I
of the .Senate was debated. At first,
the Senate was "authorUed to choose
Its own president, as In the case of
the House of Representatives, and this
was at one Umo during the convention
adopted, together with the provision
that the president of the Senate, In
cu«e of the removal, death, resigna¬
tion or disability of the President of
the United States, should discharge
the dulies of tlift President" Subrto-
o,uerttlyy the' Office of Vice-President
«ras created, and by a vote of eight
States to two he was mode the pre-

siding officer of the Sonate- Objec¬
tion was afterward made In* soino of
the State conventions to the selection
of an ofllccr not elected as Scnatoi
to preside over the deliberations Of
the Sonnte and to enst a potential
vote upon any measure where there
was a tie In the Senate, but the pro¬
vision remained Imbedded In the or-
panic law of the land.

Is the Vice-President really neces¬
sary In our governmental system?
When the office was created, party
conventions as they now exist were

unknown, and the practice then wus
to put in the office the man who, next
lo the President, made the best race
for the Presidency before the people.
Wh'ch assured the election of n man al¬
most ns popular and perhaps as able
as the Chief Magistrate himself.
There is no reason why n member of
the Senate should not bo its perma¬
nent presiding officer. Just as he is the
temporary presiding officer now. There
Is no reason why the Vice-president
should have the right to break the
U<.why not follow the analogy of
the House where the presiding Officer
votes by virtue of his membership in
the body In all cases?

It Is now provided by law that the
third In rank In the Presidential sue-
ceaslon Is the Secretary of State. Why
not eliminate the Vlce-Prosldont, cre¬
ate a president of the Senate who Is
not to succeed lo the Presidency of
the nation in the case of the Presi¬
dent's death, and make the Secretary
of State in fact, though not In name,
the Vice-President ?

If tiiis were done, it would certainly
give to the nation in case of a vacancy
a more suitable head than the
present haphazard mode of select¬
ing a Vicc-Presldent does. With
the exception of a few of the earlier
Presidents, it is safe to say that the
Secretaries of State have been greater
than the Presidents who put them 'n
their Cabinets. It may bo said with-
out possibility of intelligent denial
that the Secretaries of State have, as1
a whole, been far abler men than the
Vicc-PrcsldontB, far belter qualified to
assume the duties of the Chief Exec¬
utive of a mighty republic. The aver¬
age in/in recalls many who have held
the portfolio of State: Jefferson, Ed¬
mund Randolph, John Murshall. Janus
Monroo, John Qulncy Adams, Clay,
Van Huron, Livingston, Forsyth, Web¬
ster, Legare,, Upshur, Calhoun, Buch¬
anan, Clnyton, Everett, Marcy. Coss,
Jeremiah S. Black, Soward, Evarts,
Blalne, Olney, liny, Boot and Knox,
but ho recalls as notablo Vice-
Presidents only Adams, Jefferson.
Burr, Calhoun, Van Buren, Tyler. Fill-
more, Johnson. Arthur and Roosevolt,
most of whom became famous because
they became Presidents. Who can tell
anything about Clinton, (Jerry. Tomp-
klns, Johnson, Hamlln, Colfax, Wilson,
Wheeler or Morton?

it Is now the tendency lo select one

of the ablest men In the party as Sec¬
retary Of State- It Is not so in ihe
case of the Vicc-Presldent. In any
event, the people have little to say In
the choice Of a Vier--President; it
would be better for them if the Sec¬
retary of State were next to the Presi¬
dent, because, as a rule, they would
In the event of the death of"the Presl-

dent have an abler, more statesman-

like Chief Executive.

wilson the favorite.
Of the two hundred and sixty-seven

Democratic Senators and Representa¬
tives In Congress, the New York World
llSS polled all but the fifty-one Who
uro absent from Washington now as to
their preferences for ihe Democratic
nominee for the Presidency in 1012.
The result of tills poll Is:
For Governor W ilson, of New .Ter-

soy . **\For Goyernor Harmon, of Ohio. 1(5
Fur Speaker Champ Clark, of Mis¬
souri . 26 ;

For House Leader Underwood, of
Alabama . *7

For Governor Folk, of Missouri.... 14
For Governor Marshall, of Indiana.. 14
For Governor FoSS, of Massachusetts

Total positive first choice expres¬
sion .IBS I

Absentees from House and Senate.. 51
Declined to express preferences... 511
Number who have optional prefer¬

ences and favor Wilson, Harmon
or Clark . 7jNoncommittal, with preferences for
Wilson (.*!), Clark (l*t or Harmon
(1) . 5;

Total number of Democrats In Ilouso
rind Senate .2C7
From n geographical viewpoint, the

poll shows no sectional preferences.
There Is a possible exception to this In
the case of Underwood, whose advo¬
cates are almost all from the South.
Wilson and Harmon have Supporters nil
over the nation. Marshall and Folk'
are "native son" candidates. Their
f'dlowcrs arc bound by convention or

primary pledges.
Underwood, an a second choice, show:'

a total of twenty, This, added to his
seventeen positive voles, puts him above
Harmon and next to Wilson.

In noting ihls drift toward Wilson,
another straw will show how the wind
Is blowing. In Texas, a great number
of representative citizens from all over
the State assembled at Austin on An-
gun 7 and formed nn orgonlzatlon
Which will aggressively promote the
interests of the Scholar of Trenton in
that State With th> vote~.of Texas In
the Democratic convention, Wlison
would have a formidable start, and the
Indications are that he will be favored
by the Lone Stur State, which regards
with intense admiration the fuct that
Wilson is n Southerner and that he,
when President of Princeton, did not
hesitate to denounce th.- great political
crime of reconstruction tn the South¬
ern States.

Tin: reason roit the English
STRIKES.

With half a million English work-
ingmen made idle by the great rail¬
road strike. Industry In Great Ilrltnln
Is rapidly being paralysed, and a con-

dition of such fearful proportion Is nc.
Ing created that the eyes of tho world
ore upon the Unite. 1 Kingdom.
What uro the underlying causes jf

the strike? One of them Is to ho
found in the following compe.ve.tlve
table of wages paid In England and In
the United Slates In the same voca-
tlons:

United
England states.Bricklayers .t 9 86 J30 42

Stone masons . !' r.T 20 77«'arponters . p 57 21 00.lolners . ;i 57 21 !>0Plasterers . 10 14 29 PO
Plumbers . 0 «7 27, 37
Painters . 9 12 20 «s
Hod carriers . 8 67 16 IS
Laborers (masons).... 6 67 Id 73
Fitters . 8 76 IS 13Turners . S 7fi IS 13
Blacksmiths .a S 76 20 76
Pattern makers. 9 2:. 22 30
Shop laborers . 6 38 10 35
Compositors . S ort 19 77
These figures ere supplied by the

Cnited States Government for the year
1909. since that time there have been
advances both here and abroad, but
tho ratio Is the same. The fact still
stands, that the honrs of labor per
week in England average about ten

I per cent, more than those In Amerl-
cn. These figures not only show why
English worklngmen emigrate, but
also why those who do not or cannot
.emigrate are driven to report to strlk-
Ihg In an attempt to make their con¬
ditions In life better.

I.nte investigations demonstrate that,
except possibly In rent and clothing,
tho cost of living Is as high In Fug-
land as in the United States. Tf Eng¬
lish worklngmen were to Insist unon jthe style of living to which American
workers are accustomed to, it would
bo higher. With few exceptions, all
meat products cost more in England
than here, because most of them aro

imported. This is also true of fruits
and vegetables. As a result, foods
which in our country are considered
necessaries of dally life for even the
humblest worklngmnn are in England
regarded as luxuries to be enjoyed
only on rnre occasions.

While the Jump In the cost of living
has been the cause of much discontent
and ngltntlon in the United States, It
has caused abroad, nnd notably In the
crowded towns nnd cities of England,
hardship and suffering V) a degree
which can only be appreciated by
those who hnvc visited these places.
Those who know by personal obser¬
vation of the squalor in which tho
lowest-paid classes of British work¬
lngmen live are not surprised that
they resort to strikes In a desperate
effort to Improve their condition. It
is really remarkable that they do not
offener rise to rebel and carry their
revolt to the extent where it would
require the army to break It.

ABOLISH IT.
One by one the members of Senator

Aldrlch's Monetary Commission have
been resigning with feigned Indigna¬
tion. According to them, their resig¬
nations amount simply to protests of
resentment against the criticisms made
in Congress and elsewhere as to the
commission nnd Its work.

It Is much more likely that these!
resignations are due to the expressed
determination of the Democrats in
Congress to abolish tills costly and
useless commission No resignations
were offered until Congress was pre-

pared to nhollsh the whole coinmls-
slon. It Is quite natural that members;
of the commission had rnther resign
than be fired.
Congress would net wisely In nhol-

Ishlng the Monetary Commission. It
has been at work for more than three

years at great expense to the Govern¬
ment. The sole result of this expense
has been the recommendation to the
Government of n monetary plnn
which will centralize even more surely
than now the flnnnclnl povcer of the
nation in Wall Street. It has been
suspected that this Is the design of
tho commission, and this has some¬

what discredited the Monetary Com¬
mission in the eyes of the country
and fortified the position of the Demo¬
crats who are determined that It
shall go

ROTATION OF ('BOPS.

A recent bulletin of the Ohio Agrl-
cultural Experiment Station affords un

interesting report of a series of tests
to determine the relative productivity]
of land on which wheat is grown con¬

tinuously and similar land on which
the rotation Of crops is practiced. The
experiments have been In progress!
seventeen years, and should furnish a

very satisfying indication of the value
of crop rotation
Without going Into details, the sum¬

mary of results shows that the aver-
age yearly wheat yields the acre for
three five-year periods, from land used
for the continuous production of wheat
and land on which n five-year rota¬
tion was practiced were as follows:
Continuous.First. ioo<t bushels-,

second, S.41 bushels; third. 6.19 bushels.
Rotation.First, 9.2S bushels; second.

8.56 bushels: third. IS.66 bushels
The crops used In the rotation were

com. oals. whent. clover and timothy.
On n tract of superior land, where a
three-year rotation of potatoes, wheat
and clover was used, the wheat yield
the acre nveroffed 29.74 bushels the
year in the first five-year period, and
45.21 In the third period, a gain of 62
per cent. As the experiments ave not
ended. In all probability It will be
shown that ihe land used continuously
for wheat has almost no productivity
at all at the end of twenty or twenty-five years, while the. hinds where the
crops are Intelligently sown in rotation
Increase constantly In fertility.

MORE AUTOMbniruBS,
Tue Increasing use for the auto-

mobilo la shown In the statement of
Benjamin Br|scoo, president, of the
United States Motor Company, In tho
Now luLk Jauin&v <*i. Commerce. Us

prcdlctB that 1913 will bo marked !n
tho history of the automobile indus¬
try by the production of not less than
210.000 machines, aside from moto."
trucks, and that they will nil tind an
easy market. If his prophecies aro
true tho motor business, Instead of
having reached Its zenith, will show
itself to be still climbing, and In a
healthy condition. The Journal of
Commerce say3 that .Mr. Brlscoe'*
opinion is not mere Idlo guessing,
but Is his deliberate Judgment after
having conferred with agents from all
sections of the nation. In accordance
with tho policy of his company, the
annual district conferences ot the rales
managers of the several subsidiary
agencies of the main company were

hold In the luat two weeks and Mr.
Brlscoe went to all of them. The first
meeting was at Atlantic City and was

followed by sessions ut Detroit, Chi¬
cago and Kansas City, the latter
bringing the managers from the Pa¬
cific Coast. The average price of the
210,000 machines to be turned out next
year will bo $1,000, it is estimated.
Of this number Mr. Brlscoe thinks that
at least (10 per cent, will be used by
physicians, contractors, salesmen nnd
others for utility purposes, for the ne¬

cessity for a motor car In almost

every sort of business Is now ap¬

parent. As mentioned, this supply will

be in addition to trucks and curs used

only for hauling freight. The demand
for such trucks and cars is constantly
Increasing.

STEPS.
(Selected for The Times-Dispatch.)
.Ab for me, my feet were almost

gone: my steps had well nigh slipped."
.Psalm Ixxlll. 2.
We have all known what It Is to go

out on n frosty morning, and find the*
road sleeted with Ice. everywhere slip¬
pery s,nd dangerous, especially for

those going downhill. Just so Is thla

world a slippery place, especially If we
are going downhill. It Is so mueh
easier to fall Into sin than to get up
again. Saint Paul says, "See then you
walk worthy of your vocation, where¬
with ye are called." That is. worthy!
of a Christian, of a child of Cod. How
then ought we so to walk? We can

only learn by taking one step at a:

time. Too many of us want to run

and plunge into the future, and In this
way we neglect the steps near at
hand and so slip and fall. We must
live each day the very best we can

and lcavo the future to Oed. Wo must
feel ourselves holding God's hand even

as the trusting child holds to Its par¬
ent's for support, knowing it will hot
be withheld. God will give us the cour¬

age to withstand the temptations of
the world If we trust and pray to Him,
but by ourselves wo aro sure to fall,
for our poor human determination and
strength will not keep us on our feet.
There arc many places In the Alps
were If a traveler tries to climb
without being tied fast to a guido It
means destruction. How many such
places there are In this life; nnd for]
this reason we must try to walk close
to God and keep fast hold of His
hand.
Let us keep to the uphill road that

Is the hnrd climb, but we can then say.
"Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; we

seek the heavenly Jerusalem which Is
above." The higher we climb up a

mountain the punr the air, and so it
Is of every true life; the higher the
bleals and alms the greater the pure
atmosphere of inspiration to all who
come In touch with It. Some people go
up because they are tilled with the
Holy Spirit and nro able to rise rbovo.
the tilings of earth, others go down
because they are overloaded with
worldly matters, nut anything Is bet¬
ter than going down. Though we make
mistakes and fall, It matters not If we

only continue striving and keep our
faces set to go up to Jerusalem. And
so let us alwayt keep the end of the
Journey In view, that Is, the end of the
Christian's Journey, which Is Heaven,
the home of Josu^. We must always
keep In our minds what Jesus did for
us and Btrlve to lead a lifo as far as

posslblo worthy of Ills great sacrifice
for us. Then- nro many things to
make tho downhill road an easy one,
and one of these steps is pride, whirh
makes us boastful and sure of our own

strength until, unaided, we stumble nnd
fall. Another step downward comes
to us, ns to St. Peter, who received a

warning nnd paid no heed to It,
"Verily, verily. I say unto thee, before
tho cock crow thou shall deny Me.'*
And Peter answered. "Though I should
dlo with Thee, yet will I not deny
Thee." Ho had received the warning
nnd then disregarded It. Conscience,
the Bilde, the church pay to us, "Take
care-.you nro getting off the right road,!
you aro In danger." We fail to re¬
ceive the warning, and so many of us
full. The remedy we may all have 13
to follow our Lord's advice to St.
Peter when lie told him to watch and
pray lest he should enter Into tempta¬
tion; but. na we remember, St. Peter
Instead of watching and praying went
to sleep. So It Is with too many of us;,
we neglect to pray nnd watch, and sin
overtakes us.

Again we take a fatal step like
Peter when we mix with the enemler.
of <"hr!st. When Peter should have
been watching and praying he was in¬
stead warming himself by tho flro
with tho enemies of Jesus. Do not'
lot us expose ourselves to this tempta¬
tion knowingly, but If we nnd' our¬
selves faring it then let us be brave
and remember that the moth that con¬
tinues to fill around the candle will
In time get singed. I.et us try to help
these enemies of Christ and make
theni His servants If we are thrown
with them, but do not let ourselves
deny Jesus by lending countenanco to
profanity, unbelief or onything harm¬
ful to the Master's <nuse. If we con¬
tinue to expose ourselves to the In¬
fection of evil we will catch the dU-

ease. And to us, as to St. Poter, will
come tho final stop down; wo will And
ourselves In company with the god¬
less, and, like St. Peter, bo nfruld to
acknowledge Jesus. We will become
moral cowards, afraid of ridicule of
men, and will not dare say, "I am a
follower of Christ, though n very weak
one." Thus are souls lost when many
of us have the opportunity to aavo
them for Christ. Lot us bo frank with
ourselves and ask the question: Aro
our steps In life leading ourselves and
others up or down? What saved St.
Peter'.' lie turned to Jesus and was
saved. Let us look to Jesus. We have
sinned like Peter, let us also repent
with him.

The prophets arc- busy again. The
reuniting of the lost tribes of Israel
and the second advent of Christ wtll
take place pome time In November,
1912. according to a document filed last
week In the ottlce of the county record¬
er In Chicago. It was drawn up and
tiled by two disciples of the late John
Alexander Dowlc, and goes on to afllrm
that "Before Ihe year of 1912 shall
close, Jesus, the Christ, the Son of God.
will come forth from the eternal throne
onco again to teach and preach the gos¬
pel of salvation and to heal tho sick."
Furthermore, It is confidently fore¬
cast that tho Christ will be revealed
In /.Ion City, built by "Cod's Elijah," as
B prepare tlon of the way "unto all who
await His coming." According to this
prophecy, the Christ will remain on

earth -131 years, which time will be
consumed In reuniting the scattered
tribes of Israel and in building cities
throughout the earth, modeled after
Dowle's Zlon City. The rebuilding of
Jerusalem will be "the last work of
the Christ on earth."

In the light of Mr. Taft's veto of,
the wool bill, Abe Martin's com¬
ment is peculiarly apt: "Owln' f th'
high cost o' llvln' th' members o' th'
Tatl club er wearing their uniforms
ever" day." In about a month or so,;
they'll be mighty glad they've got,
something to wear of any sort.

There fire a number of native Vir»,
glnians temporarily residing in Maine
this summer who would be line tim¬
ber Tor Governor Plalsted to Mil the
senatorial vacancy with.

I Voice of the People
Prohibition and Democracy,To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir..Allow tue to say a word or

two with reference to Mr. \V. T.
Young's, wonder at questions of Mr.Ledmun's, directed to candidates In
Uli'huiond for the lowur house, in re¬
gard to temperance legislation. These
questions aro so plain und to tho
point that 1 can't sec why one shouldwonder. The people, wo citizens ofVirginia, want State-wide prohibition,and wo want to vote only for candi¬dates who are In lavor of at once
submitting the question to a vote, andIt is plain to every thinking man thatwhen that vote Is taken we will have
it by u great majority. All the whiskeystrongholds in the State have been ex-cccdingly close where elections havebeen held, except Petersburg, thu inu-JorltleS not over 5 per cent, of total:
vole, very often going dry and tliun
wet. And then take in considerationthe great muss of the people In ruraldistricts and small towns, who arealmost a unit for prohibition. Whatother conclusion can one, come to?Mr. V. says the Democratic partyis tho people's party. Just here wetuke him up. We aro beglnn'ng tothink they are hot, else they would
net for the people and give us a votu
on State-wldc. We up here In Staun-ton and Augusta county have askedthe party men no questions this year,but have put up our independentticket, and expect to elect them thisfall. We are taking no risk. Thodominant party may think they canIgnore us and not lose by it but theycannot do so and live. Look at theOvor decreasing Democratic primaries,,watch the feebleness of the comingone, nnd they will plainly see thatthey can't afford, as a. party anylonger to refuse the demands of thepeople.
Wo are going to. have n vote onState-wide prohibition. We are goingafter it persistently, actively and con¬stantly, in season and out. We have allthe reasons we want, and the partythat puts obstructions In the way ofit will in my opinion go down and outWe may be sneered at an.! called"names, but let me say we lire- going'to have It. and we are going to attainit by Olltlrely fair and honest means,fearlessly believing it by far the best!policy for the real good of our OldDominion. JOHN T. Harris.Stfiunton.

Point Them Out.To the Editor of The Tlhaes-Dlspatch:Sir..Many of your subscribers, like]the writer, have re-nu with interest:tho charges of extravagance .made1against the last Democratic adminis¬tration, and many, no doubt, have,v.nited with patience for a bill ofparticulars before making up thelr|minds fully as to the line of policyto be pursued by them.
No one denies that our gross reve¬nues sinei- liio." have. Increased about ($1.500,000, and that the Increase in the!genera] appropriations lias kept pacewith the increased revenues. Does thisnecessarily show extravagance?An examination of tho upproprla-tlons for the years 1910 and ion willreadily show- that the Increased ap¬propriations went to the followingitems;
Common schools, high schools, agri¬cultural schools. State university andcolleges, female normal schools! fourasylums, two deaf, dumb and blind In¬stitut ions, pensions. Soldiers' Home,epileptic colony; reformatories, Hoardof Charities and Corrections, militaryfund, sinking fund. Slate Library, StateHoard of Health and Catäwho Sana¬torium, experimental stations, agricul¬tural nnel pure feir.d department, batik.Ing department, Insurance department"The last three departments men¬tioned, it is understood, exist uponfees collected through their depart¬ments, nnd, In fact, are no charge uponthe State Treasury.
Will not some of these fearless can-!didatcs who are assailing the Pomo-erutlc administration "from evorvstump point out in the above list theHems that are vicious and extrava¬gant, and therefore sh-ould-Hiiect thecondemnation of the. voters?Criticism can be Indulged In by anyone, but what the people generally de¬sire at this Unit Is something specific.a ohnrge. thev ran examine, analyseand understand.

A subscriber.Scottsvllle.
Mr. Stabile »n the Fee System.

TO 'be Editor of The Times-Dlspateh:Sir..Yau. .have emphasized in voureditorials, very properly, the Impor¬tance of candidate for House and Sen¬ate expressing their views on the "FeeSystem." T don't think too much Im¬portance can he given to the "fee sys¬tem." and as far back as April I I took
my position on s:vme. I am glad yon thave taken tlie stand you have ort thisquestion. J. N. STUHRS.Woods Crossroads.

[Mr. Stubbs's stand Is: "Abolish the.fee system and all offtenrs have rala-rl«JL. IhU in b. &Aw rooajaitM-1

Daily Queries and Answers
Over the Grnve.
What Is the origin of firing a volleyover.the grave of u soldier?

M. IS. S.The volley fired over the gruvo ofa soldier la a relic of the dark ages.It was believed that noise would koopaway evil spirits, und DOCaUSO of thisbelief a bell was sounded u,t a burial,When llreaivits were adopted the volleywas substituted for the bell at theburial of u soldier, it being thoughtthat the sound of battle was more ef>ficactous In «Irlving away the darkdemons than the bell.

One-Cent IMece».
Is there any law which declares howmuch a person may tender In one-cent pieces In payment of n debt?

55. K. X.Section :<r>S7. title n!>, of the RevisedStatutes of the United States says:"The minor coins of the United States.shall bo a legal tender at their noml-

nal vnluo for any amount not exceed¬ing 26 cents In any one payment-"The law says that a ono-cent piece Is >xminor coin.

Flrnt I'ntentn lu America.
Can any of your roaders tell mewhat device was llrst patented In theI'nited States, and to whom?

S. M. It.The llrst recorded patent granted liythe United States government bearsthe date July 31. 1730. Issued to Sam¬uel Hopkins for making pot and pearlashes. Two other patents were grant¬ed In that year. In tbu following year,thirty-three patents wore Issued.Among them were six to James Ka:i.-sey and one to John fitch for Inven¬tions relating to steam engines andSteam vessels.

Linen.
Where Is the best linen made?

C. V. Y.Ireland.

GERMAN STATESMAN
MAY BE DISMISSED

BY I.A MA Hfl« I SP. DE FO.Vl'EXOV.

ALFRF.D VON KIDE11 I-F.N- W ABC11
TER, German Minister of For¬
eign Affairs, who seems doomed

to political extinction, owing to hls|having during Ills sovereign's absenceI
on a yachting expedition In Norway,
placed the Kaiser In such a position
with regard to the great powers, In
connection with Morocco, that there
was no Issue therefrom save war or a|climbing down, is In many respects a
self-made man. Ho is not a baron. |
nor does he belong to the aristocracy, jfrom which tho leading German states¬
men are so 'largely recruited. Fori
ills father was the extremely bourgeois
manager of a small bank at Stuttgart,
who married u Baroness von Wuoch-
ter, whence the minister's double-bar¬
reled name. He took part In the War
of 1S70 as a volunteer, and afterwards
managod to get into the diplomatic
service through some of his mother's
relatives.
Ho first attracted the attention of tho

ICal3or when the latter visited St.
Petersburg, where he found that tho
young attache had taken the trouble
to master, in a very remarkable de¬
gree, tho Russian language, und ts
acquire the most extraordinary amount
of Information about Russian societyand about the members thereof. In
fact, ho found him a most Interesting
companion.

It is from then that dates the Kais¬
er's Intimacy with Klderlen-Waeoh-
tcr. which alone saved him from dis¬
missal from tho diplomatic service
when J^Ib domestic delations, while
German envoy at Bucharest, became
u source of public scandal, even In the
easy-going Roumanian capital, Und¬
ing to a demand for his recall.
His principal fault Is hin Inck ot

caution, and Iiis firm conviction that
every great power will prefer. a.a P.
last resort, to bow the knee to Ger¬
many, rather than to try conclusions
with her on the battlefield.
Whereas most peers owning land jon both sides of St. George's Channel

sell tb.eir Iristi holdings, In preferenceto those In the United Kingdom, Bor*;Rosse Is Increasing his territorial pos-
sessions In Brln. and belling his es¬
tates In Great Britain. He Is the head!
of one of tho most clever and useful
houses of the Irish aristocracy. His
father, and his grandfather before him, I
were famous as astronomers, C0ntrlbut-ling very extensively to the Increase
of our knowledge of the starry world,
while his father's brother, the Hort.
Charles Parsons. Is the Inventor of
tho:)e turbines which uro now tnklnii
tho place of the former contrivances
of propulsion on tho great Atlantic
Ocean liners and big warships
Tne present earl, fifth of his line,lias not yet mnile his mark In the

realms of science, having given up Ids
time to soldiering, serving with dis¬
tinction In South Africa, and holding
a commission of captain In the IrlSli
(luards. Rut with the blood In his
Veins, and considering the surroundingsamidst which he has been reared from
his earliest boyhood. It would be sur¬
prising If he did not too, later on. con¬tribute his share, to the fame of his
family, as a phenomenal explorer or
scientist.
Both the late carl, and his brother

Charles Rations, of turbine fume, were
always prominent figures at the annual
meetings of the British Assoclntlon
for the Advancement of Science, anil
some years ago they Jointly submitted
to the association a scheme for the
sinking of a shuft to the distance of
twelve miles or more Into the bowels
of the earth, for the purpose of mak¬
ing n scientific exploration of its low¬
er depths. They estimated that abo\it
$25,000.000 would be required for tire
purpose, and that the work would take
about fifty years.
To 'he late l>ird Rosse, and to his

brother Charles, too. Is due the con¬
ception Of the new patent legislation
in the United Kingdom, which Ifas
created during tho last few years such
a revolution In the industrial and com¬
mercial world.
The late Lord Rosse, like his father

before him, was chancellor of th..

Trinity University, Dublin, and presi¬dent of the Royal Irish Academy, and
was probably the only peer of the
realm who Included among tho per¬
manent members of his household a
private astronomer, the learned Dr.
utto Booridicher, of Döttingen Universi¬
ty, with whom he was wopt to spend
many long nights together, exploringtho heavens through tho tmm«-n£<!
telescope erected by the third earl a I
Birr Castle, the ancestral home at
l'arsor.s Town, and which telescope re¬
mains to-day, after the lapse of more
than half a century, the largest In
tile world, superior in size to the Lb rt
telescope In California.

Birr Castle hag been tho home of the
I'arsonses ever slnco this old Englishfumlly settled In Ireland, In the rcl^TIof Queen Elizabeth. It Is a fine old
place, with moat, portcullis and draw¬
bridge, which call to mind the cele¬
brated siege of the castle after tho
Revolution of 168S. when William Bar-
sons, Its then owner, with his tenant¬
ry, successfully withstood a sicco
of fifteen months by the troops of
James IL, under General Surslield. r&
some of tho outer walla of the castle
are still to be seen, embedded In tho
stone and mortar, cannon balls dttt«
charged by Sarstleld's artillery dur¬
ing tho siege. Becky the historian
has much to say of the Parsons family
In the reign of tho early .Stuarts, and
It Is not altogether complimentary. But
It Is only fair to add that the present
Barl Of ItosF.u bears u title of a dif¬
ferent creation, and Is not descended
from, but merely related as a collateral
to the Lord Rosso of the reign of
Charles II.

Birr Castle may be said to stand al¬
most In the midst of Parsons Town,
founded by tho Parsons family, the:
houses of the town being bulit alroobt
. '('lit up to the main entrance. Tho
place Is crowded with all sorts of
treasures Of art and hlHtory, and
nmong the features of the extensive
garden und park are the wonderful
box trees, twenty-five to thirty feet in
height: a growth asserted by expertsto bo absolutely unique.
The present Lord Rossc is quite

rich. For not only uro the enlulKSI
estates which go with the earldom CJ
tremely valuable, but moreover the late
earl drew royalties from uil sorts of
useful inventions; added to which", his
mother, the now widowed Countess of
Rosse, was the only child and heir¬
ess of the late Lord Hawke, and as
such inherited a fortune, which Is es¬
timated at some JlSO.OOo a year.

The Scots Greys, a cavalry regiment(which must not bo confounded with
tho Royal Scots, of Pontius Pilate's
Ho ly Guard, concerning which I wrote
in these letter,* tho other day,) has
been playing n very Importaut rCle
In connection with the great strlS.0
in London, und has contributed In no
ttmall degree to save the situationthere by safeguarding the transport of
provisions- It Is a regiment which was
formed In the reign of Charles II. bySir Thomas Dalzlell, to fight the Coven¬
anters, Sir Thomas being thut strangeenthusiast who never cut hla beard
nor altered the fashion of his uniformfrom the time of the execution ofCharles I. His successor in the com-
mund of the regiment, tho Earl of
Duntnore. was ulso a devoted adherent
of the Stuarts, and refusing to go ovqrwith the regiment to William III. oritho Revolution, was removed from tho
command. Tho Scots Greys served un¬der tho great Duke of Marlborough,took part In George II.'s cavalrycharge at tho battle of Dettingen, wero
at Waterloo, where they earned theadmiration of Napoleon, who describ¬
ed them as "ces terribles chevaux
grls," In the charge of the Heavy Brig¬ade nt Balaclava, and last but not
least. In the South African War. whorefor tho first time In their long re¬
cord of campaigning, they were com¬
pelled to leave behind them their grayhorses, which are their distinguishingfeatures, and which were regarded as
rendering them too conspicuous a markfor the Boer rifles.
(Copyright, lpt1, by the Brentwood

Company.)

Your child should be taught to save the pennies now. The dollars willthen be properly taken care of in after years.
With SI you can open a Savings Account in your child's name. Trythis method of teaching the children to s.ive. Wo allow three per cent, andhave no withdrawal restrictions.
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